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students pre-read: they prdict the 
content and structure of the text
using major headings and subheadingss
as well as bold-face terms

students assess prior knowledge: they 
locate known and unknown 
information to help decide how closely 
they need to read particular sections 
of text
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Using PLAN with Chapter 1 of 7th/8th grade 
social studies text, The American Nation
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students use metacomprehension: they 
briefly explain the new concepts or 
confirm and extend the known concepts
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we found ways to 
bring water to the 
desert to make the
land arable 

roads, bridges, hwys
in 1860, we blasted 
through mtns, built bridges 
across rivers for rr’soil

we developed a 
way to take oil 
from ocean floors

Note
students work with their information: 
they may reproduce the map from 
memory, reorganize the information, 
summarize the information in a 
paragraph,...

In the caption below one of the photographs in the chapter (page 6), students
were asked to consider the negative effects of interaction between people and
their environment. Students might take their notes about that one geographic theme
and reorganize them using the following organizer:

Interaction between
people and

environment

positive effects negative effects

roads, etc air pollution

disturbance of
ecological balance


